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It is a well established fact that the majority, if not
all, of stars form in star clusters. Therefore it is
vital for the understanding of the formation,
evolution and dynamics of galaxies to understand
the formation, evolution, dynamics and
destruction of star clusters, which can be thought
of as the basic building blocks of star formation in
a galaxy.

VISTA Variables in the Via Lactea (VVV) is one of
the six ESO Public Surveys selected to operate
with the new 4-meter Visible and Infrared Survey
Telescope for Astronomy (VISTA). One of the
main goals of the VVV Survey is to search for new
star clusters of different ages using automatic and
semi-automatic methods.

The proposed thesis will include improvement of
the existing search algorithm and code and its
implementation on the VVV images.

The project is supported by Fondecyt 1080086
and Milky Way Millennium Project PO7-021-F.
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